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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Tunnel Day: Jersey City, July 19th, 1909 Now that
Three Minutes from Broadway has become an assured fact, and the traveller to New York may take his choice
between the luxurious coaches of the Hudson Tunnel system or the palatial steamboats of the various ferry
lines, it is diGicult to appreciate the discomforts and dangers of the trip in former times. The history of the
transportation facilities between Jersey City and New York shows a steady but slow improvement. The canoes of
the Indians and the rowboats of the first settlers were followed by the queer sailing boats of the early Dutch
inhabitants, called periaugers. These were used until the early part of the nineteenth century, when they were
superseded by the steam ferry boats introduced by Fulton. For years, however, these were little better than the
old sail boats, but they gradually improved, changing to the side wheel steamers and these again to the
magnificent screw propelled vessels which now ply the waters of the Hudson and are probably the finest river
ferry boats in the world. These had scarcely become familiar objects when the long dreamed of tunnel beneath
the Hudson became a reality. The first ferry between the present cities of Jersey City and New York, of which
there is any record, was established near what is now the foot of Communipaw avenue, in 1661, and William
Jansen was licensed to take charge of it. The boats used in these early ferries were rowboats, and small decked
sailboats, known as periaugers. These were pointed at both ends and carried two masts and boom sails. When
horses and carriages were to be taken...
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