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indexed. Not illustrated. 1855 Excerpt: .rocks and transported materials, indicate the northern origin of the drift.
The whole of the vast transition formation, which extends from the Little Falls of the Mohawk river, in New York,
to the Rocky Mountains, embracing the valley of the great lakes, the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, lowa, the
Minnesota Territory, the northern parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, is covered with boulders from the
primitive rocks to the north of the lakes in Canada. - Some of these boulders, says Mr. Lawrence, will weigh
twenty tons; others thirty, fifty, and, perhaps, one hundred tons, and yet they have been transported not less
than four hundred miles, with an immense quantity of smaller materials of the same sort, of all sizes, down to
the fineness of sand. Their rounded forms and smooth surfaces strongly indicate a great amount of attrition,
and that it was of long continuance. And yet they appear to have been conveyed in nearly straight lines, and in
a horizontal direction. The intimate intermixture and commingling of the different soils by the diluvial current,
attended as it must have been by commotions the most appalling, could not fail of greatly improving the
quality of the soil, and rendering it much more fertile than it otherwise would have been. There is no
conceivable way in which the thorough mixture of the earths, so requisite to fertility, could have been
accomplished so effectually as by the breaking up, and grinding down, the rocky masses,...
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