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Delivered in the Old South Meeting-House in Boston, November
27, 1895: Before the Society of Colonial Wars in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; In Commemoration of the Six
Hundredth Anniversary of the First Summoning of Citizens and
Burgesses to the Parliament of England; Wherein the History of
the House of Commons Is Sketc Mr. Governor and Members of
the Society, Ladies and Gentlemen: I have not felt at liberty, even
under the stress of exacting and unremitting public duties, to
decline the honor of your invitation to discourse, on this
occasion and within these hallowed walls, upon the great theme
which you have proposed. I am the less reluctant to gratify you
because the subject - never to my knowledge heretofore publicly
discussed in New England - is one upon which my special studies
for many years, if they do not qualify me to speak with
authority, justify me in holding opinions which, though in some
respects they may differ from the general sentiment, may, I
trust, enable you to correct some erroneous views,...
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