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providers be developed following the National EMS skills required in rural and urban settings Development
Conference on EMS training, is uncertain. A reexamination of prehospital sponsored by DOT, which is to be held
in early care training and curriculum is justified because 1990. there is considerable controversy surrounding
the effectiveness of some standard prehospital Option 4: Federal legislation could facilitate interventions in both
rural and urban settings. the development of national consensus The standard curricula for prehospital
providers, guidelines or standards for specialized developed by DOT, could be reevaluated in light EMS facilities,
such as trauma centers. of the unique characteristics of rural EMS Such guidelines or standards might
providers ( i. e. , most are volunteers ) and the delineate the role of small rural hospitals in demands of rural
EMS practice. DOT ( NHTSA ) EMS care. is sponsoring a development conference on EMS training in early 1990
where both trauma Some proposed Federal EMS legislation ties and nontrauma EMS training requirements will
receipt of EMS grants to adherence to a State be discussed. DOT could change the standard plan that includes
trauma facility designation curricula for first responders, and for basic, according to national standards.
Proponents of intermediate, and paramedic-level EMTs, but national trauma facility standards argue that few
EMT-Defibrillator training would fall outside of States have EMS systems that meet essential DOTs authority.
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