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lllustrated ly Henry R. Martin ABINGDON PRESS NEW YORK NASHVILLE To BRUCE and BEATRICE BLACKMAR
GOULD Connoisseurs of Words Foreword Words and phrases are like persons. Some are dull and stodgy, while
others are very good company indeed. It is from the ranks of the latter group that the words in this volume
have been selected. Interest is the standard which determined whether or not a particular word or phrase
should be included. Dedicated though it is to the general reader, it may be used with confidence by persons with
special interests. In general, word-histories are developed along lines of standard scholarship. There are a few
exceptions accounts based upon tradition. These stories, included because of their interest, are clearly indicated
as based upon popular accounts. Much of the material included in this collection was originally pub lished in
the popular magazines which are listed on the acknowledg ments page. Final research was done in the Joint
University Library, Nashville, Tennessee. Many courtesies were extended by Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, director, and Mrs.
Paul L. Wayman, circulation librarian. A Ladies Home Journal reader first suggested that this material should
be published in book form. Coming as it did from a reader in the Transvaal, Africa, the suggestion carried
much weight though it was not acted upon for some months. Unfortunately, that readers letter has been lost,
so it is impossible to give due credit by name. WEBB B. GARJEUSON 7 Acknowledgments Much of the material
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are due editors and publishers...
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