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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Public Libraries, Their Development and Future
Organization At this time our main interests and thoughts are directed towards the successful prosecution of
the war. The present struggle is to preserve for the nations the right to continue and to improve their social and
economic life and well-being, and although the work and progress of libraries, like all other normal activities,
have been interrupted and curtailed, we must not permit them to languish and die. It is not necessary therefore
to oEer excuse for the issue at the moment of this record of the proceedings of the important Library
Conference, recently held. The programme of subjects was drawn up with the object of bringing to public
notice the more pressing questions which aEect the libraries and now demand attention if those institutions are
to take their proper place in any considered new plans for national eEiciency. The term Reconstruction is being
freely used and has even brought forth a new department of the Ministry. The necessity for new methods and a
wider outlook has impressed itself upon the people, who, suEering from the catastrophe of war, are the more
alive to the lessons the war has brought. Our commercial system and aims are to be re-modelled and
improved, and this can only be secured by a re-vivifying of technical and industrial training, which must be
built up on the foundation of a wider educational basis. Both in the field of general education and in furthering
industrial eEiciency public libraries can play a great part. Following the school - elementary and secondary -
and as an adjunct to the college and the university, libraries alone can meet...
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