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criteria for what counted as scientific knowledge. The French wanted certain knowledge, a one-to-one
correspondence between observations and numbers. The English adopted an instrumental approach, using the
numbers to influence public opinion and evaluate and justify legislation.Schweber highlights numerous
attempts by vital statisticians and demographers to have their work recognized as legitimate scientific pursuits.
While the British scientists had greater access to government policymakers, and were able to influence policy in
a way that their French counterparts were not, ultimately neither the vital statisticians nor the demographers
were able to institutionalize their endeavours. By 1885, both fields had been superseded by new forms of
knowledge. "Disciplining Statistics" highlights the effects of interrelated epistemological, political, and
institutional considerations on the development of 'scientific' knowledge.
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