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illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: . . . to their own stock of happiness, by selfish means that subtract from the happiness
of others. It is most surely gained by an expansion of soul and of mind, by a life of activity, exertion, and
usefulness, and by desires and aims that extend beyond the narrow circle of self, and that ever keep in view the
good, the happiness, and the rights of others. Be satisfied with Moderate Acquisitions. Should you acquire a
competence, avoid those eager struggles for more which may jeopardize what you have. Should the superior
wealth of others incite you to seek the increase of your own, consider the many who commenced life with
advantages equal to yours, who have reason to regard your position as a happy and desirable one. Then
recognize and acknowledge your happiness in what you have attained, and be contented and grateful to
Heaven for the blessing. 1 Riches but subordinate Means of Enjoyment. Riches are but subordinate means of
enjoyment, which, if gained at the sacrifice of higher objects, will never confer happiness. He who obtains them
by an exclusive diligence that quenches his higher attributes, and that carries him away from the performance
of his higher duties, will be unable to enjoy them when gained. If in the eagerness of pursuit, his mind and
character be lowered, and his children neglected; he will find when too late, that he possesses only that for
which he labored. In old age he will probably...
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