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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: . . . SUMMARY OF
LAWS PAST AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH DURING THE YEAR 1905-6. CALIFORNIA.

(Information furnished by Dr. N. K. Foster, secretary of State board of health. ) In May, 1905, the health laws
past by the legislature went into effect. These laws provided a system of registration of deaths, births, and
marriages closely following that suggested by the Census Bureau. It was a complete revolution of our methods,
and, as expected, required patience and perseverance in its enforcement. Every county is now complying with
the law, and it is safe to say that from 90 to 95 per cent of all deaths are reported. Reports of marriages are
almost complete. Reports of births are more difficult to obtain, but physicians are making less complaint. The
State board of health was given broader powers, especially in the matter of keeping the streams pure. It was
made a misdemeanor to refuse or neglect to obey any order of the State board of health for the prevention of
the pollution of any stream used for domestic supply, or for the prevention of the polution of ice. The board
was given power to begin and maintain legal proceedings. Larger powers were also granted it in quarantine
matters, and the sanitary control of State buildings was placed in its hands. As a result of these laws several
towns which were polluting streams with sewage have found other means of disposal and others are taking
steps to do so. The Ice ponds have...
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