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contentiousness. Famous as a polemicist and provocative commentator, Hitchens is a political descendent of
the great pamphleteer. In this engaging work he demonstrates how Thomas Paine s book forms the
philosophical cornerstone of the United States of America, and how in a time when both rights and reason are
under attack, the life and writing of Thomas Paine will always be part of the arsenal on which we shall need to
depend. ".
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