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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The lady of Thorpe was bored. These details as to leases and repairs
were wearisome. The phrases and verbiage confused her. She felt obliged to take them in some measure for
granted; to accept without question the calmly oEered advice of the man who stood so respectfully at the right
hand of her chair. This agreement with Philip Crooks, he remarked, is a somewhat important document. With
your permission, madam, I will read it to you. She signified her assent, and leaned wearily back in her chair.
The agent began to read. His mistress watched him through half closed eyes. His voice, notwithstanding its
strong country dialect, had a sort of sing-song intonation. He read earnestly and without removing his eyes
from the document. His listener made no attempt to arrive at the sense of the string of words which flowed so
monotonously from his lips. She was occupied in making a study of the man. Sturdy and weather-beaten,
neatly dressed in country clothes, with a somewhat old-fashioned stock, with trim grey side-whiskers, and a
mouth which reminded her somehow of a well-bred foxhound s, he represented to her, in his clearly cut
personality, the changeless side of life, the side of life which she associated with the mighty oaks in her park,
and the prehistoric rocks which had become engraGed with the soil of the hills beyond. As she saw him now, so
had he seemed to her fiGeen years ago. Only what a diEerence! A volume to her-a paragraph to him! She had
gone out into the world-rich, intellectually inquisitive, possessing most of the subtler giGs with which her sex is
endowed; and wherever the passionate...
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