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reliable eyewitness evidence cannot be overstated. Cases in which DNA testing has exonerated individuals
convicted on the basis of eyewitness testimony tend to make headlines, but in actuality, the frequency of
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and provide trustworthy evidence for the trier of fact. Recognizing the weight accorded eyewitness evidence by
judges and juries, the National Institute of Justice initiated a project in 1998 to research methods to improve the
accuracy, reliability, and availability of information obtained from eyewitnesses. The Technical Working Group
for Eyewitness Evidence (TWGEYEE), composed of experienced law enforcement investigators, prosecutors,
defense lawyers, and psychology researchers, worked together to produce recommendations for the collection
and preservation of this vital evidence. These consensus recommendations were included in the 1999 NIJ
publication Eyewitness Evidence: A Guide for Law Enforcement. Because of the complex issues associated with
identification practices, TWGEYEE recognized that its recommendations may not be feasible in all
circumstances. The Guide s recommendations are not legal mandates or policy directives, nor do they
represent the only correct courses of action. Rather, the recommendations represent a consensus of the diverse
views and experiences of the technical working group members, who have provided valuable insight into these
important issues. We expect that each jurisdiction will be able to use these recommendations to spark debate
and ensure that its practices and procedures are best...
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